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Gallons of Water + 7.48 = Square Feet of Rain Garden (at 12” deep)

620 Gallons + 7.48 = 83 Sq. Ft. area (at 12” deep)
620 Gallons + 7.48 = 166 Sq. Ft. area (at 6” deep)

Area = length of side a x length of side b

Rainfall (in inches) x Square Feet x .62 =
Gallons of Rain Water

1” (rainfall) x 1,000 (sq. ft.) x .62 = 620 gallons
5” (a big storm) x 1,000 x .62 = 3,100 gallons
15” (one year's total rainfall) x 1,000 x .62 =

9,300 gallons

Your Roof Area is 20' x 40' = 800 sq. ft.

800 sq. ft. + 2 = 400 sq. ft.

400 sq. ft. x 1” x .62 = 248 gallons
(of water, per inch of rain, from each
downspout).

ow to capture the rain




check your soil type
(an easy way to figure out your soil type)

SOIL TEXTURE BY FEEL

Put some soil in your palm. Spray with water to

moisten it, knead until it feels moist like putty and
then squeeze it into a ball,

IS SOIL TOO DRY?

( Place the soil between your thumb and forefinger. Gently
push tha snli wuh your thumb and squeeze it upward.,
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LIVING SOIL REMEDIATION
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“soil lasagna” recipe
(aka Sheet Mulching to Remove Turf)

» SHOVELS & RAKES

« BINS FOR REMOVED GRASS
AND SOIL (WARM SEASON TURF
GRASS ONLY)

o LANDSCAPE FLAGS

« COMPOST OR WORM CASTINGS

e MULCH
(FRESHLY SHREDDED TREE TRIMMINGS WITH

LEAVES ARE BEST)

« PAINTERS PAPER OR BIG SHEETS OF CARDBOARD
(IT SHOULD BE CLEAN)

« HOSE WITH SPRAY NOZZLE

o WATER (LOTS!)

@ Deal with the turf grass you have. If it's cool season turf grass (stays green all
year), say goodbye, give it a good soaking of water and go to Step 3.

@ If it's the other kind of turfgrass (any mixture that turns brownish in the
winter) remove and dispose of soil at least 8” deep, but preferably 10” or more to

be sure it’s all gone. If you can’t hand remove, rent a sod cutter.

® Dig back 12” - 24” from any hard surfaces and building foundations to
a depth of 8” - 10.”

@ Flag all your sprinkler heads so you can find and adjust or remove them later.
® Add LIFE! Spread out a 1” deep blanket of compost or worm castings.

® water the soil so the paper will stick to it.

@ Roll out paper or cardboard. Be sure to overlap all edges by at least 6” -
don't leave any bare soil! If necessary, to prevent tearing and gaps, use two
layers of paper.

Water well - really soak the paper/cardboard.

© while the paper/cardboard is wet, gently rake out a thick blanket of muich
(4” to 6”) over everything. Keep watering while you do this - you want the mulch
to be really wet at first.

Admire your work.

That's it! Now the LIFE you added will get to work, turning it all into delicious,

healthy living soil. When you're ready to plant, just dig a hole right into it, cutting
through the paper/cardboard (if it's still there) and plant right into the yummy soil.
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NOW THAT YOUR SOIL IS HAPPY you are ready to plant! It's almost as easy as digging a hole, but a
little extra love will help. By following these simple steps, you will get your plants' roots growing properly,
quickly spreading into the living soil and making friends with the other drought tolerant plants. Strong roots
make strong plants, and this is especially important in dry environments.

Ingredients:

What's with all the water at planting time?

There are three reasons:

DRAINAGE If the water does not drain within an hour
or so, it's probably not a good place to plant a drought
tolerant plant until you fix the compaction.

SOIL PARTY By watering so thoroughly, you
are waking up any microbes that might be in the
surrounding soil.

PLANT SHOCK The major reason plants suffer from
planting shock is that the dry soil around the new plants
wicks water away from their rootball, sending the plant

into shock from which they never recover. By watering the
surrounding soil, you reduce the probability of plant shock.

“Hey, where's the fertilizer?” you may ask. Dry climate
gardens don't want nutrient rich (i.e. fertilized) soil. It
could make them grow too fast, use too much water, or
just make them weak and sickly. By following our living
soil remediation instructions you've made healthy, living
soil for your plants - just add rainwater and that's all
these plant need! Really. Let the soil microbes do all the
work to keep your plants strong, healthy, and continu-
ously drought tolerant.
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